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New Mexico Junior Academy of Science Scientific Paper Competition

The New Mexico Junior Academy of Scienceisaspecia program of the New Mexico Academy of Science
(NMAYS) that promotes student research, participation in Science Fairs and sponsors an annual scientific
paper competition. Science education has focused primarily on the background and tools necessary to do
scientific research, but there islittle emphasis on writing about and orally presenting the results of research.
The paper competition was instituted as a means of aiding and encouraging young scientists in the written
and oral communication of the results of their research. The competitions are held in conjunction with the
Regional (6) and State Science and Engineering Fairs. They are open to middle and high school students
whether public, private, or home schooled, from across the state of New Mexico. There are two levels of
competition; the junior division (grades 6-8) and the senior division (grades 9-12). First and second place
winners at the regional level are awarded cash prizes and the opportunity to present their papers at the state
competition. Cash prizes are awarded to the first, second and third place winnersin both divisions at the
state level. The competition has two components, awritten research paper and an oral presentation of the
research; each component is 50% of the final ranking. Students are encouraged to write their papersjust as
they would for a professional journal. The judges receive the student papers several weeks ahead of the
competition and grade the papers. The judges also write suggestions and comments on the papers which are
returned to the students after the competition. The students then give an oral presentation using PowerPoint
just as aresearcher would at a professional meeting. The presentations are limited to 10 minutes followed by
5 minutes of questioning by the judges. The judges grade the presentations and then caucus to determine the
overall winners.

Thefirst, second and third place winnersin the Senior Division and exceptional Junior Division winners at
the State Competition are invited to submit their papers to the online New Mexico Journal of Science for
publication. Winners are also invited to give oral presentation at the annual EPSCOR/NMAS Conference.

Details

Ages: Teen

Races: All

Genders: All

Intake Process. Email Online Application
Documentation: No identification needed
Payment Options: Feefor service
Waiting List: Never

Minimum Age: 6th Grade

Maximum Age: 12 Grade

Contact: Lynn Brandvold

Contact Email: Lynn.Brandvold@nmt.edu
Capacity: Studentsin Grades 6-12 who have completed a science research project




Services

Education Educational Support Services

L ocations

New Mexico Junior Academy of Science

1801 Mountain Road NW

Albuquerque, NM 87104

Mailing:

Lynn Brandvold, NMBG, New Mexico Tech, 801 Leroy Place, Socorro, NM
Albuquerque, NM 87104

Phone: (505) 720-3040

L anguages Spoken: English

Parent Organization

New M exico Academy of Science

The mission of the New Mexico Academy of Scienceisto serve the state of New Mexico and its
communities by publishing science and science education materials, giving recognition for contributions to
science and science education, fostering scientific cooperation, raising public awareness of the importance of
science and science education, promoting science education and providing advice on matters related to
science and science education.

NMAS isamember of the National Association of the Academies of Science (NAAS) and an affiliate of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS).

NMAS has been in continuous operation since 1902.

1801 Mountain Road NW
Albuquerque, NM 87104
Mailing:

PO Box 36885

Albuquerque, NM 87176
Phone: (505) 856-1953

Contact Email: nmas@nmas.org
Type: Nonprofit

EIN: 85-0296964
http://www.nmas.org
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